Topic Sentences
This chapter will explain more about topic sentences. 
Topic sentences have one main purpose: they control what can be included in the paragraph. A topic sentence will always introduce the main idea. It will also show the reader what you will say about the main idea. A topic sentence can also tell the reader how the paragraph will be organized.
A topic sentence is important to keep the paragraph focused. Without a topic sentence, it is easy to get distracted. A paragraph without a topic sentence is like driving without knowing the directions. You will go somewhere, but not always where you want to go.
Example Topic Sentence
It takes a lot of time and effort to be a successful student. First, we have to study. It's very basic, but it's important for us. You need to learn to study for long periods of time. Second, we have to help others learn too. There are many students at the school, and they also want to improve. Studying together can help everyone be better. Third, we have to have gratitude and respect for teachers. Teachers want to help us learn, and we should remember to listen to them. In conclusion, it's difficult to be a successful student, but every student can be better with these three things.
Topic
A topic is 1-3 words that describe WHAT you are writing about. 
Your friend asks: "What is your favorite animal?"
You answer: "Cats."
Cats is your topic. However, this is not a complete sentence. You need to add more information to create a topic sentence.
Controlling Ideas
A topic gives the reader some information about what you will write about. The controlling idea adds to the topic. It makes the topic more specific. It makes it clear what you WILL write about and what you WON'T write about.
Let's look at an example. Your teacher asks you to write about where you live. You live in an apartment complex called "University Apartments." So your topic will be "University Apartments." 
A controlling idea helps to give direction for the rest of the paragraph. There are different types of controlling ideas that you could use to introduce more details.
· University Apartments is a good choice for student housing. (opinion)
· University Apartments is comfortable, clean, and convenient. (description)
· To apply to live at University Apartments, you need to follow three steps. (process)
· I had many good experiences living at University Apartments. (narration)
· University Apartments is very different than College Apartments. (comparison)
· University Apartments is student housing very close to campus. (definition)
Common Topic Sentence Problems
1. Too General
It is not a good topic sentence to say "I live in University Apartments." or "University Apartments is an apartment complex." These two sentences are too general and are just facts. There is not more to say because you answered the question too simply. There is not a paragraph of information to say after a quick answer like this. The controlling idea needs to show that there is more to say. 
2. Too Specific
You do not want to write a very specific topic sentence. For example, "You need a soccer ball to play soccer." This sentence is too specific and you cannot write more about the topic. It is better to say "You need three things to play soccer." Now you need supporting sentences to give more details.

Your sentence must be grammatically complete. Do not just write a topic. Include a controlling idea. For example, "Cats" is incomplete. "My favorite animals are cats" is a complete topic sentence.
4. Too long
Your sentence should not have many details. You only need ONE big idea in a topic sentence. For example, "I am from Aguascaliente and it is very beautiful, I like to eat the food from my city and this is why you should visit." There are too many ideas in that sentence. You could write three paragraphs with all of those ideas.
Exercises
Exercise 1: Identify a Controlling Idea
Read the topic sentences. Find the controlling idea.
1. Last year, I had the best birthday of my life.
2. It is important to have charity.
3. Provo and Seoul are very different cities.
4. To play the piano, you need to practice, have patience, and learn to read music. 
Exercise 2: Identify a Topic Sentence
Choose the sentence that is the best option for a topic sentence.
A. Last week, I experienced a moment of unexpected kindness.
B. Someone helped me pay for food.
C. I had a problem with my credit card.
D. I am very grateful for this experience.
Exercise 3: Add a Controlling Idea
Read these incomplete topic sentences. Add a controlling idea.
1. New Years Eve is a holiday.
2. Shopping.
3. My country is big.
4. Learning English.
Exercise 4: Write a Topic Sentence
Read the instructions for writing. Write a topic sentence.
1. Write about your first day in the United States.
2. Write about how to make breakfast.
3. Write about what you will do tomorrow.
4. Write about what makes someone a good friend.
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