Revising a Personal Story
In this chapter, you will learn how to take your rough draft and turn it into your best personal story. You’ll focus on revising—this means improving your sentences, adding missing details, and fixing any grammar, punctuation, or spelling mistakes. 
Now that you have planned your story by writing down a rough draft, it’s time to write a real draft.
Drafting means turning your ideas and notes into a real story on paper. It is your first full version, not perfect yet — but it should have complete sentences, clear details, and a beginning, middle, and end.
Good writers do not stop at rough ideas. They put those ideas into real paragraphs so the reader can follow the story easily.
Tips for a Personal Story
A clear draft:
· At least 5–7 complete sentences
· Tells about something that really happened, using the simple past tense
· Starts with a strong opening: Who? When? Where?
· Describes events in order using time words: First, Then, After that, Finally
· Connects ideas with and, but, or so
· Includes adjectives to describe feelings, people, and places
· Uses Subject–Verb–Object (SVO) in every sentence
· Uses capital letters and correct punctuation
Steps to Write Your First Draft

1. Look at your prewriting.
· Read your brainstorming notes, lists, or rough sentences, Rough Draft ( Everything you have done in the prewriting section). Think about your sentence frames and subject-verb-object practice.
2. Begin with an opening
· Your first sentence should tell the reader when and where your story happened and/or who was with you.
· Example: Last year, I went to the park with my best friend.
3. Add Events in Order
· Tell what happened next. Use clear, short sentences in the past tense. Add time words to help the reader follow.
· Example: First, we played soccer. Then we ate lunch under a tree.
4. Show Feelings and Details
· Use adjectives to show how you felt or what something looked like.
· Example: I felt excited because the weather was warm and sunny.
5. End Your Story Clearly
· Finish with a closing sentence that shows how the event ended or how you felt afterward.
· Example: Finally, we went home, and I felt happy but tired

Drafting
Draft Checklist

1. Did I write in the simple past tense?
2. Did I use clear SVO in every sentence?
3. Did I use time order words like first, then, after that, finally?
4. Did I use and, but, or so to connect ideas?
5. Did I add adjectives to describe my story?
6. Did I use correct capital letters and punctuation?

When you finish, read your draft out loud. Does it sound clear? Great! You will revise and improve it in the next step.
Adjectives

What Are Adjectives?
Adjectives are words that describe nouns. They give more information about a person, place, thing, or feeling. When you write a personal story, adjectives help your reader imagine what you saw, felt, or experienced.
Examples:
· I saw a small dog.
· She wore a beautiful dress.
· We ate delicious food.
Why Use Adjectives in Personal Stories?
Using adjectives makes your story more interesting and detailed. Adjectives help your reader feel connected to your experience. In a personal story, adjectives can describe:
· People (kind, friendly, angry)
· Places (noisy, quiet, beautiful)
· Feelings (happy, nervous, excited)
· Things (hot food, soft pillow, clean room)
Examples:
· I was feeling nervous before my first class.
· The park was beautiful in the morning.
· We had a funny conversation.
Types of Adjectives
1. Adjectives of Feeling:
· happy, scared, nervous, excited, embarrassed, proud
2. Adjectives of Size and Shape:
· big, small, round, tall, short
3. Adjectives of Color:
· red, blue, green, yellow
4. Adjectives of Appearance:
· clean, dirty, pretty, beautiful, ugly
5. Adjectives of Taste and Smell:
· delicious, spicy, sweet, fresh
6. Adjectives of Quantity:
· many, few, some, a lot of
Punctuation
You have checked your adjectives and added description to your personal story. But a good story also needs clear punctuation to help your reader follow your ideas. Punctuation shows where sentences begin and end, when to pause, and when someone is asking a question or feeling excited.
Capital Letters
· Every sentence starts with a capital letter.
· All names, places, months, and the word "I" are always capitalized.
· Example (Incorrect): my teacher gave me advice.
· Example (Correct): My teacher gave me advice.
Periods (.)
· Use a period to end a complete sentence.
· Do not run ideas together without periods.
· Example: She wrote her story. It was interesting.
Commas (,)
· Use commas for lists:
· Example: I packed my bag, found my phone, and left the house.
· Use a comma before and, but, or so when you join two complete SVO ideas.
· Example: He was tired, but he finished his homework.
Question Mark (?)
· Use a question mark at the end of a question.
· Example: Did you see my phone?
Exclamation Mark (!)
· Use an exclamation mark to show strong feeling like excitement or surprise.
· Example: Wow! That pizza was amazing!
Common Problems to Fix
· Run-on Sentences: Too many ideas in one sentence without periods.
· Fix: Break into two sentences or use a conjunction with a comma.
· Missing Capitals: Every new sentence needs a capital letter.
· Missing Commas in Lists: Always separate items with commas.
Time Words Check
To tell your story in order, you need to use time words. Tie words help your reader understand what happened first, what happened next, and what happened after that. They make your story clear, organized, and easy to follow.
Common Time Words for Personal Story
· First – for the first thing that happened.
· Example: First, I woke up late.
· At the beginning – to show how your story started.
· Example: At the beginning, I felt nervous.
· Then – for the next thing that happened.
· Example: Then, I ran to the bus stop.
· Next – for something that happened after that.
· Example: Next, I saw my friend.
· After that – for the next event in your story.
· Example: After that, we walked to school together.
· Later – to show something that happened after some time.
· Example: Later, we ate lunch.
· Suddenly – when something surprising happened.
· Example: Suddenly, it started to rain!
· Soon – to show something that happened quickly after something else.
· Example: Soon, the bell rang.
· Before long – to show that something happened after a short wait.
· Example: Before long, I found my phone.
· In the end – to show how your story finished.
· Example: In the end, I felt proud.
· Finally – to show the last event.
· Example: Finally, I went home.
· At the end – to explain what happened last.
· Example: At the end, I was tired but happy.
Revising
Now it’s time to revise and write your final draft. Your final draft is your best version of your story. It shows your clear ideas, correct grammar, and careful details. 
Write about the same personal moment you planned and drafted before. Make it clear and interesting. 
Include:
· A beginning, middle, and end (who, where, when, what happened)
· At least 2–3 events in order
· Feelings and details (adjectives)
· SVO sentences and connectors
· Proper grammar and punctuation
· Minimum: 5–7 sentences
Final Draft Checklist
Check the checklist for a great personal story.
	Checklist
	Details
	Example

	Use the simple past
	Use past tense because the story is in the past
	I walked to school. 



	Use past progressive (optional)
	The past progressive shows that an action was in progress 
	I was walking to class when I saw a cat.

	Use time words
	These help organize your story
	Next, I made dinner.

	Write complete sentences
	Check for subjects, verbs, and objects
	She opened the door.

	Use connectors
	Connect ideas with FANBOYS
	I was tired, so I went to bed.

	Be clear
	Beginning, middle, and end
	I studied for the test. I took the test. I got a good grade.

	Check grammar
	Tense? Spelling? Punctuation?
	----



Exercises
Exercise 1: Finding Adjectives 

Read this short story and find the adjectives. Highlight or underline them.
       It was a sunny morning. I wore my new shoes and walked to the big park. I saw a small dog playing with a happy child. The flowers were colorful and the air smelled fresh. I felt calm and relaxed. The park was filled with people enjoying their day. Children were laughing loudly. The green trees stood tall, and the benches were clean. The air was cool and refreshing. I felt peaceful as I watched the beautiful scene around me.
Exercise 2: Describe Your Story with Adjectives 

Complete each sentence by adding an adjective. Be creative!
1. I felt _______ when I lost my keys.
2. My friend gave me a _______ gift.
3. The weather was _______ yesterday.
4. We ate _______ pizza at the party.
5. I wore my _______ jacket.
6. The park was _______ and full of people.
7. My mother cooked a _______ dinner last night.
8. I met a _______ person at school today.
9. The morning was _______ and fresh.
10. I saw a _______ bird in the sky.
11. My room is always _______ after I clean it.
12. She had a _______ smile on her face.
13. I was feeling _______ before my test.
14. We watched a _______ movie together.
15. The cake tasted _______ and sweet.
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