Integrated Writing 5

The Prompt
Integrated writing prompts are also important to read and interpret. Just as with other writing
assignment prompts, you need to recognize the linguistic task (compare, describe, argue, explain)
and create a thesis statement and supporting points that make a clear road map for what you will
say.
The difference with integrated writing prompts is that they may indicate if there is a hierarchy to the
sources. Although integration tasks by nature require references to a set number of sources, that
does not mean that the audience requires equal focus on each one.
The TOEFL integrated writing task, for example, places a priority on explaining the position of the
lecture speaker and only using the reading to show contrast in the support. Therefore, your body
paragraph should center on the listening source.
Check your prompt to see if any preference is shown for a source compared to others.
Once you have analyzed the prompt, you should be able to start structuring your outline to ensure
you have all of the necessary components.

Making a brief list of the parts of the prompt that are most important to respond to or include is a
great first step for creating your thesis statement, topic sentences, and overall outline.
Understanding and including all of the parts of the prompt is important for two reasons.
The first reason is that the question is specifically designed to get you to write about the target
content. A multi-part question indicates the degree of comprehension and synthesis that the audience
expects to find in your response. If you miss information from your response, it can be interpreted as
an issue of listening and/or reading comprehension.
Second, your audience may attribute missing information to a lack of language. This is especially true
in a language test like the TOEFL where the audience knows nothing about your ability other than
what you show. Not writing about part of the question could be an avoidance strategy because you do
not have the vocabulary or grammar control necessary to respond. This may also be an unfortunate
assumption at the college level as well, especially if your professor has minimal interaction with you.
Therefore, it's in your best interest to carefully read through the prompt and dissect it. This strategy
will lead to a stronger response with more purposeful organization.
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Exercise: Integrated Writing (Prompt Focus)
Read the passage.
As you know, our first beta test of our app did not go as hoped. Aside from the code issues that are
being worked out now, the testers rated the app below the major social media platforms out there in
terms of content. The marketing interns put together a simple focus group with our target customers
to find out more about their preferences on the apps we would be competing with. Will you take a
look and send me a report on your findings? We need to let the programmers know by tomorrow if we
have some major changes to make to the type of content users can share and find in their feed. I
expect your report by end of day.
Now watch the video of a product focus group.
Social Media Focus Group
Set a timer for 20 minutes. Write your response to the question below. Remember to leave time for
revision.
Write a short report (1-2 paragraphs) for yoru boss explaining the likes and dislikes the focus
group mentioned about social media platforms. Include any suggestions you might have for a
new prototype of your company's app that would increase user satisifaction. Be sure to include
specific references to the feedback from the video.
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