
2.1

Declarations of Independence on Social Media

Imagine if all members of colonial society at the time of the American Revolution (women, African Americans,
native peoples, and other groups) had access to modern social media platforms. Activities explore how they
might have utilized social media to express their ideas and issues in order to gain support for their own groups'
Declarations of Independence.

Throughout U.S. history, oppressed and disenfranchised groups (women, African Americans, farmers, workers,
indigenous peoples, and more) have set forth their declarations of independence.

Modelled after the original Declaration of Independence written by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, each document presents
a vision for achieving full rights, freedoms, and liberties as members of American democracy. 

Watch on YouTube 
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https://edtechbooks.org/democracy/revolutionaryera#h2_Igxbm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKJMWHCUoiw&autoplay=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKJMWHCUoiw&autoplay=1


Activity 1: Design a Social Media Campaign for a Declaration of
Independence

Choose either the original Declaration of Independence or one of the those written by other groups.
Identify the grievances and discriminations faced by the writers of the declaration as well as their goals and hopes
for a fairer, more just society.
Design a social media campaign to build support for the document. The social media campaign should include at
least 2 videos (e.g., YouTube, Snapchat, TikTok), 5 example posts, and 3 images (e.g., memes, graphics,
infographics) designed by you. 

As you design your campaign, consider the following:
What visuals and language will you use to highlight key ideas from the declaration?
Which social media platforms will you use?
What will you write in your posts to capture attention and inspire action?
How will you use media (e.g., images, videos, audio) to make a convincing argument?

*Here is a Twitter campaign example by Sara Shea. 

Designing for Learning: Student-Created Activity Example

Design a Social Media Campaign for a Declaration of Independence by Onuma Dieke, Jacob Falkenberg, Grace
Farnham

Activity 2: Design a Modern-Day Declaration of Independence
Create a modern-day Declaration of Independence (on TikTok or Snapchat, rather than as a document) for any
group you think needs one to achieve freedom and justice in today's society.

Additional Resources
The Declaration of Independence in Modern English
Declaration of Digital Independence
A Call to Arms: The Social Media Declaration of Independence
The Declaration of Independence was Published without Social Media

Connecting to the Building Democracy for All eBook

Building Democracy for All: What Would a 21st Century Declaration of Independence Declare?
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https://edtechbooks.org/democracy/revolutionaryera#h2_Igxbm
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/176TNNZxZk3BlqXz7JpcrF4UlNqtgNFTeRN3hDZr9RV0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QKXYGxlHYRFraFdorZnLPtIRkjXZCu_V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108748286032290313423&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.surfnetkids.com/independenceday/267/the-declaration-of-independence-in-modern-english/
https://larrysanger.org/2019/06/declaration-of-digital-independence/
http://www.joshuagarity.com/social-media/a-call-to-arms-the-social-media-declaration-of-independence/
http://2020americabook.com/the-declaration-of-independence-was-published-without-social-media/
https://edtechbooks.org/democracy/revolutionaryera#h2_Igxbm


Connecting to the Standards

Massachusetts Civics & Government Standards
 Apply knowledge of the history of the Revolutionary period to determine the experiences and events
that led the colonists to declare independence and explain key ideas about equality, representative
government, limited government, rule of law, natural rights, common good, and the purpose of
government as contained in the Declaration of Independence (Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for History and Social Studies) [8.T2.1]

AP U.S. History
Key Concept 3.1
Key Concept 3.2

ISTE Standards
Digital Citizen

2c: Students demonstrate an understanding of and respect for the rights and obligations of using
and sharing intellectual property.

Knowledge Constructor
3d: Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and problems, developing
ideas and theories and pursuing answers and solutions.

Creative Communicator
6a: Students choose the appropriate platforms and tools for meeting the desired objectives of
their creation or communication. 
6b: Students create original works or responsibly repurpose or remix digital resources into new
creations.
6d: Students publish or present content that customizes the message and medium for the
intended audiences.

DLCS Standards
Digital Tools (DTC.a)
Collaboration and Communication (DTC.b)
Research (DTC.c)

English Language Arts > History/Social Studies Common Core Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9

English/Language Arts Common Core Standards
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://www.doe.mass.edu/stem/dlcs/?section=planningtools
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/introduction/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


This content is provided to you freely by EdTech Books.

Access it online or download it at
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/Declaration_of_Independence.
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https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/Declaration_of_Independence
https://edtechbooks.org/license/cc_by-nc-sa

