
Open Education for Aspiring Teachers

This is a video to spark interest and appeal for Open Education in pre-
service teachers. Undergraduate K-12 Education majors as the intended
audience. It focuses on the benefits of Open Education in meeting the
idealistic values that pre-service teachers exemplify and emphasizes that
Open Educaiton is a tool that can be as good as the educative values we
bring to it.

Watch on YouTube

Open in Google Drive

Transcript:

309

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URvDMVCG1kA&autoplay=1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ovonn-YSoMlmRdX4Tqzg0wrq7zKZFYJP8kJjq7pzGBA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URvDMVCG1kA&autoplay=1


1.Open education is a tool you will want to have as an aspiring teacher. 

2.Teachers tend to have a passion for equity and social justice, they believe in education's power for the benefit of
individuals and for humanity. Open education amplifies that power.

3. Before we begin, I want to share a quick story. A wise and seasoned teacher shared his observation that new
teachers tend to be overzealous to find the perfect tool, or activity or gadget. He tells them, “Don’t get caught up in
finding the perfect thing. The most powerful tool you have as a teacher, and the one your students need the most, is
you. Everything else is extra.” 

4. This applies to Open Education too. It has exciting potential and sounds like the golden ticket to social issues. But
remember, it is a tool, it can only be as good as the values we bring to it. 

5. Open education is a global movement to remove existing barriers to education. Experts have identified the most
potent means of removing barriers as Open Educational Resources or OER. These are materials that are free to access
and are openly licensed, meaning they can be retained, re-used, revised, remixed, and redistributed. 

6. This can look like in Minnesota where teachers can contribute courses and lessons they have created that align with
state education standards. These sources are OER so they are free to access and can be remixed or revised.  Say a
teacher was asked to change grades at the last minute, they can easily access whole courses and can mix and match
pieces of lessons to create a personalized approach for their unique teaching style and classroom needs. This frees up
substantial time for teachers and improves the quality of the lessons.

7. Now, consider a teacher in perhaps a different state or even continent. They can access these existing and expert
materials and are free to adjust pictures, stories, and analogies to align with the experiences of their students, making
the learning more accessible and personalized.

8. Another example of open education is using assignments for real world purposes. For example,  a medical school
professor assigns his students to research common diseases and update wikipedia articles. As an open educational
resource, these articles are a primary source of medical advice for the underprivileged. Students are spending their
learning efforts not only preparing for a career, they are benefiting humanity across the world.

9. Open education empowers teachers and students to personalize learning, reach the underprivileged, and contribute
to global knowledge. It isn’t a silver bullet, but as you learn more about it, and apply your values and passions to it, you
will find it is an avenue to making education closer to what we always hoped it would be.

[*AI was consulted for wordage on a few of the sentences.]
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