What Goes in an Instructional Designers Portfolio

Just before the first time | offered this course, | sent out a survey asking hiring managers what they want to see in
portfolios. | summarize the results of the survey in this blog post: What should go into an instructional designer's
portfolio?

https://edtechbooks.org/-afdN

Tip: Conducting a survey and sharing the results via a blog post is a great way to get traffic to your website.
Further, the following podcast episodes speak to Instructional Design Portfolios:

e [Episode 7: Arthur Harrington (corporate)

e Episode 10: Rob Pearson - Is designing_at a systems level (corporate)
e S2E3: Lance Eaton Part 3: Thinking_beyond... (higher ed)

o S2S4: Mary Helen Cutbertson (higher ed service provider)

Example Portfolios

o https://www.cathellis.com/

o hitps://www.devlinpeck.com/

o https://www.lila-azouz.com/

¢ http://corinnehandy.weebly.com/
¢ http://jackievannice.com/

o hitps://www.syniadlearning.com/
o https://blog.cathy-moore.com/
o https://beth-myers.com/

o https://www.mikezielinskie.com/
e hitps://edtechbooks.org/-Ysjd

o https://edtechbooks.org/-nEN

o https://www.knanthony.com/

e http://tomwasham.com/

o hittp://www.freelanceinstructionaldesigner.com/
o https://jackiethrongard.me/

o https://www.nylalxd.com/

o https://edtechbooks.org/-sCE

e hitps://stylelearn.com/

o https://timslade.com/

e http://edutechdiva.net/
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https://demystifyinginstructionaldesign.com/2020/05/what-should-go-in-an-instructional-designers-portfolio/
https://demystifyinginstructionaldesign.com/2021/10/episode-7-arthur-harrington/
https://demystifyinginstructionaldesign.com/2021/12/episode-10-rob-pearson/
https://demystifyinginstructionaldesign.com/2022/02/s2e3-lance-eaton-thinking-beyond/
https://demystifyinginstructionaldesign.com/2022/02/s2e4-mary-helen-culbertson-hiring-instructional-designers-mhculbertson/
https://www.cathellis.com/
https://www.devlinpeck.com/
https://www.lila-azouz.com/
http://corinnehandy.weebly.com/
http://jackievannice.com/
https://www.syniadlearning.com/
https://blog.cathy-moore.com/
https://beth-myers.com/
https://www.mikezielinskie.com/
https://mrscbowes.wixsite.com/portfolio
https://chrisfriend.us/design-portfolio/
https://www.knanthony.com/
http://tomwasham.com/
http://www.freelanceinstructionaldesigner.com/
https://jackiethrongard.me/
https://www.nylalxd.com/
https://www.stellarinstructionaldesign.com/home
https://stylelearn.com/
https://timslade.com/
http://edutechdiva.net/

Activity: Review Portfolios

Review instructional design portfolios and write down what you like and don'’t like about them. Reflect on where
the portfolios are taking the advice of hiring managers and where they are not.

Note that what you like and don’t like may involve a lot of personal preference. This activity is intended to help
you get a sense of what you like.

Portfolio Contents
A general rule of thumb (not sure where this comes from originally, it was mentioned on a facebook chat):

e 1-8 elearning courses (Rise, Storyline, etc)
e 1-2ILT or vILT

e 1job aid

¢ 1 video (explainer, screencast, etc)

Personally, | think it depends on what you are looking for. What messages do you want to send? What do you want
people to know about you through your portfolio? It also depends on the type of work you are looking for. You need to
tailor your portfolio contents to align with the type of instructional design you want to do.

Choosing Assets

It can be difficult to figure out exactly what types of things to include in your portfolio. You might also be tempted to
just put everything into a portfolio. Before adding an asset to your portfolio, consider the following questions:

= Why are you including this specific asset in the portfolio?

= What skills are demonstrated with this item?

= What is the problem that is solved by this asset (what is the business problem that the training solves?)
= What part of the asset did you do?

= Why did you build it the way you did?

= What images or video clips can you include relating to this asset?

Describing Assets

Once you have chosen which assets you want to include on your portfolio, you need to tell the reader what the
purpose of the asset is and why you have included it. | recommend that your description include the following:

o A meaningful namettitle

¢ What is the business problem that the asset solves?

¢ What key design decisions did you make and why did you make the design decisions you did?
¢ What skills do you want to showcase with this asset?
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This content is provided to you freely by EdTech Books.

Access it online or download it at https://edtechbooks.org/professional presence/portfolio_pieces.
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https://edtechbooks.org/professional_presence/portfolio_pieces
https://edtechbooks.org/license/cc_by-nc
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