
Integrated Writing 2

In the first integrated writing practice, you learned that integrated writing is a common task at the college level. Because
incorporating ideas from outside sources through summary and synthesis is so important, it is a task included on the
TOEFL. This section of the integrated writing practice focuses on the unique differences between a normal integrated
writing task and the very controlled version you will encounter on the TOEFL.

It is important to first note that the TOEFL integrated writing task is not a true essay as you have likely learned to create.
There is no introduction. There is no conclusion. There is no room for your own personal reactions and opinions on the
topic. You do not write a thesis statement. You don't need 5 paragraphs with 5 sentences each. 

The TOEFL integrated writing structure is very prescribed, and the content is provided directly. The integrated writing
task requires you to summarize and compare academic information. 

Task format
You will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. You should take notes about the main points
that the author makes, but you do not need to write a lot because you will be able to see the reading again when it is
time to write.

Then you will listen to a piece of an academic lecture that addresses the same topic that you read about. The professor
that is speaking may have the same opinion as the author of the article you read, but the professor often has an
opposing point of view. You need to take good notes during the listening. You can only listen one time. 

You will have 20 minutes to write your response to the question.

Read the question carefully and address all the parts of the question. For example, in this example question, the primary
task is to summarize the points made in the lecture. Then you should explain how they relate to points in the reading.
Always answer both parts of the question.

Example: TOEFL Integrated Writing Prompt

Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific arguments made in
the reading passage.

Response format
Your answer will not look like a traditional essay because this task is not an essay. This task is a summary and a
comparison. In order to summarize the information they give you, you will typically need four paragraphs.
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The first paragraph will state the relationship between the reading and the listening (e.g., do they agree about the topic,
or do they disagree?). The other three paragraphs will each focus on a specific point that was addressed in both the
reading and the listening. You do not need a conclusion paragraph. This is not an essay, so it doesn't need a conclusion
paragraph like an essay for school would. As the Shifting Structure section described, not all writing tasks require an
essay format.

An effective response will have approximately 200 words.

Paragraph 1: Introduction A brief introduction with a comparison thesis statement.
There is probably no hook. The background information
is more of a summary of the listening and reading
passages. 

Paragraph 2:  Point #1  A summary of the listening and reading passages. You
may want to use a comparative/contrastive cohesive
device to transition from summarizing one source to the
next source. 

Paragraph 3: Point #2 A summary of the listening and reading passages. You
may want to use a comparative/contrastive cohesive
device to transition from summarizing one source to the
next source. 

Paragraph 4: Point #3 A summary of the listening and reading passages. You
may want to use a comparative/contrastive cohesive
device to transition from summarizing one source to the
next source.

*Because this is a summary, DO NOT include your own opinion or any outside information. This integrated writing task
is not an opinion essay. The independent writing task is the opinion essay. 

Strategy
Many students find it helpful to organize their notes with a “T-Chart.” On one side of the T chart, write down the main
points from the reading. On the other side of the T-Chart, write down the corresponding points found in the listening.
Even though the reading passage reappears on your screen while you write, taking notes on the reading is important. If
you can quickly refer to your notes instead of spending longer periods of time rereading the passage during the writing
time, you will be able to spend more time writing.

It can also help you focus during the listening and give you something to listen for. Make sure you listen for the main
points you found in the reading. The listening passage will probably address the same three points found in the
paragraphs of the reading. They may even be in the same order. Take notes on the main ideas and key details. You do
not need to write full sentences; phrases or words could be enough. 

This is a sample T-Chart that could be used to show the points made in the example task. 

Reading Passage  Lecture 

1.  

2. 

1.  

2. 
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3.   3. 

These are two sample responses.

Two Example Responses

Prompt: Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge the points made in
the reading passage. 

Response 1: 

Normally someone would think that when the word "eco is used" in a sentence such as "this bag is "eco-friendly"
, the person might think that it is better to use eco-friendly materials or products because it is helping the
environment. This way of thinking is not 100% accurate because the fact that has eco on their name, does not
mean that everything related to the nature might be benefied out of using eco-friendly sources. It is true that
eco-turism has a less strong impact in nature but there are still people that are corrupted that abuse their power,
which means that even if an area is protected by the government does not mean that there are other people
exploding their sources.

There is also a lot of other illegal practices such as hunting, cutting down trees, cultural pollution, etc.

Therefore, there is always something that we can learn about how to take better care of our surroundings, and
not just trusting that everything that is eco makes it better in order to enjoy of the nature that we are lucky to
have.

Response 2: 

The reading and the lecture are both about eco tourism. The author states the advantages about that topic. On
the other hand, the lecturer is presenting the negative consequences about eco tourism. 

First, the author says that the eco tourism is positive for the environment. In contrast, the lecture claims that to
have tourism in some area is required some infrastructure and that is not good for the environment. They can
have air and water pollution.

According to the reading the eco tourism encourage conservation. The professor does not agree with that. She
points that even a protected area can be explored. Illegal hunting and cutting trees is happening in places that
are protected. 

Further, the author believes that more jobs and better living conditions are provided by eco tourism. The lecturer
opposes that idea saying that the local people has jobs with lower payments, and it also causes cultural
pollution. 

The first response is a low-mid response (about a 2) because it has some of the details, but is missing significant points
made in the lecture. It is not very developed. More importantly, it misses the prompt. The student adds information and
opinions outside of the sources which is not summarizing, and the student didn't compare the two sources. 

The second response is a high-mid response (about a 4) because all of the main points are addressed, and the
emphasis is on summarizing the listening and comparing it to the article, rather than summarizing every detail
mentioned in both. The writer also does not include any outside information or opinions. 
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Scoring
In order to receive a high score on this section, you need to answer the question by writing about the important points
from the reading and listening in a clear and accurate way.

The sample task on the following pages contains a reading passage, a lecture transcript, and a response that would
receive high marks.

Integrated Writing Tips

Because students take the TOEFL at various points in the semester, here is a list of strategies that are
discussed at other points in this textbook. All of these strategies are things to keep in mind as you prepare. You
may want to skim through the textbook ahead of the class schedule to learn more about these points in more
detail.

The prompt does not really change. The content will be different, but you will always be comparing two
different perspectives.
The reading will be visible when you write. Only take simple notes of the main points to make it easier to
listen for the comparison point.
Take careful notes during the listening.
Organize your ideas into a logical outline.

Paragraph 1 What do the reading and lecture discuss?
Paragraph 2 What is the speaker's first point? How does it challenge the reading?
Paragraph 3 What is the speaker's second point? How does it challenge the reading?
Paragraph 4 What is the speaker's third point? How does it challenge the reading?

Leave at least 5 to review and revise your writing.
Check your notes again. Did you accurately present the perspective of the lecture as it compares to the
reading? Are all 3 main points included in your essay?
Before the test, look at feedback your writing teacher has given you on your writing. Are there patterns
of organization, development, coherence, or unity errors? Meet with your teacher during office hours
before if possible to get tips for how to recognize and resolve those errors during the test.
Also look at feedback your grammar teacher has given you on your accuracy errors. Are there patterns
of errors with grammar structures that you can look for? Meet with your teacher during office hours
before if possible to get tips for how to recognize and resolve those errors during the test.

Exercises
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Exercise 2.14: TOEFL-Style Integrated Writing

1. Read the passage.
2. Listen to the lecture. 
3. Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific arguments

made in the reading passage.

Teachers have access to the "Research and Teaching Universities" Integrated Writing files on the ELC
Curriculum Portfolio. 

This content is provided to you freely by BYU Open Textbook Network.

Access it online or download it at https://open.byu.edu/up_writing_winter/integrated_writing_2.
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